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I THE .STORE DETECTIVE AND HER THIEF TrapT ill
II 83 T VER Vi9ilant io' Catch the Shoplifter, She Figures in Many a Drama of Wecked Reputation, arid If She Errs Her Mistakes ga ''

j IH I J Are. Usually Costly " H
Interest lurks under many masks

1 department store, but no work
those mercantile establishments
dramatic or pathetic aspects than

t detective. The shoplifter often
I of remarkaoio ingenuity, and in
I is pitted against the merchant's

in a sharp battle of wits. There
instances of foolhardy,
that are easy to detect, yet

disastrous in their consequences

IiryStTiTAN frauds of the hardened profes- -
: Deering, out of her long ex--
t big stores, describes how storo de--

chosen, the problems they must
aisadvantages under which they
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the customer examining the mer--

K !-
-: cbandlsc as It lies temptingly upon the count- -

crs ftU( tlic sa"cswonmn, explaining its un- -

'&"
B Jr usual value and the reason for Its lnthiltesiiuul

if price, stands the special officer.

j
f The special officer may be young or old, tall or short

: ,' of stature, but she must have an appearance which
" f will allow her to pass in a crowd without notice and
' she must be an apparently careless spectator. She
j is to be found In every section of the department store,

f silent, secretive, accurnto in judgment, watching the
' r particular merchandise whose safety she is responsl- -

I ble for, waiting for the shoplifter.
'' The special officer Is employed upon a different

f basis from any one else In the store. While she In rc- -

jr sponsible to no one but the head of her department,
1 the chief of the detective bureau, she Is active in lend- -

rf ing asslstange to the buyer of the department where
Tk she Is stationed, to the nlslcman and to the manage- -

i ment office. They are all interested in her work, for

if 6he ,ls skilful she can save the store thousands of
K dollars.

Until a few years ago there were few special offi- -fm cers. The need for such a person was made evident
i by the fact that the woman who came to shoplift was

generally sufficiently experienced to recognize the

house detective L jverlng near in a department store.

w It is 30 unusual to find a man standing idly at a

I counter or roaming aimlessly about that ho is notice- -

: . able, but a woman cm spend hours at one bargain
I counter, she can price nnd reprice as long as she is
I able to loiter Inconspicuously, she can trail the most
j , expert shoplifter for hours without causing suspicion
I as to her motives. -- --

j Where does the special officer come from and how
' does she get the training? She comes from a private

j i ' detective agency, whore she enters upon a business
"j j career that most women would shrink from and fall

' : to understand. The chances are that she was not
1 familiar with its intricacies when she embarked
j upon it

Needing work she obtained a position where 6be had
"

to shadow persons whose description and habits were
: furnished to hpr. Her prlnclpnl asset at the time of

I her first employment was, In the cynical words of the
f proprietor of the detective agency who engaged her,

her commonplace appearance. This proved the kcy- -

note for her advancement.
; The chief of the detective bureau gave much the

' Fame reason for employing her as herformer employer-- .

t had done, and one woman thanked her lucky stars
j

' that she was born with a personality that did not
' attract attention, a face that no one felt impelled to

turn to for a second glance. Also she gave thanks
; that she was no longer that hateful creature a

"sbadowcr," but bore instead the euphonious title of
"special officer."

I"

vt One of the first privileges granted her was the au- -

jfi' thofity to make arrests and to appear in court against

fi offenders should she have the fortune to cap--

l i ture them. Invested with this authority Bhc took her
L

, place in the store, walking about or loaning against a

' ' counter with a show of carelessness. From her various
I places of vantage she watched both customers, and

' salespeople, making mental notes of every traduction
j" and pausing long euough to see whether there was uuy- -

thing demanding investigation. Surely that woman
pricing the shirt waists had had two before her on the
counter a minute ago, but there was only ouo now.
JWhat had become of the second waist? The cus-

tomer,! having purchased a waist, flaunted past the
special officer. Was there ground for suspicion?

The special officer must act quickly, but she must
be cautions. If she should accuse an innocent cus-

tomer the blunder would not only be unforgivable but
: the department store might get Into serious trouble.

j When she Is sent upon the floor to safeguard the mor- -

$ chandlse she Is admonished to exercise the tnoM ex- -

treme caution in regard to the euslpuicrs. The cus- -

- tomer Is always first and miibt be conslduix'd before
anything, ltather than offend one innocent nustoniur

!.' it Is fax better to allow a dozeu guilty ones to ecctipe.

I As a rule she does not .deem It advl'sohl to take the
saleswoman into her confidence, especially wlieii she
merely has suspicions, for the .sujcwoufuu would
become excited and would hinder, nittyer than help.
Again, in the mind of the average saleswoman a cus- -

'I lomer su&pected is a customer guilty, and forever after
she will rememlwr the one pointed out as a jshoplll'ter,

,) regardless of subsequent developments.

if She quickly followsthe suspicious peroq. As she
t goes a nod to another special officer stationed in the

V next department will sutbc to insure her department
being "covered" during her absence

r Perhaps the customer may remain In the storefor
hourjj. She may make purchases and her actions may

, cause a reasonable doubt in the mind of the special
I , officer, who will let her go after making a permanent

' mental note of the incident. When in the future the
customer conxs into the store she relaxes only when

P she Is convlncrd that she has made u mistake.

Or the suspected person may almost convince her,

tbut not quite. She may have a' charge account and
she may act in such a manner as to throw off distrustR t for the time until some day, when the shirt waist

;L incident has been forgotten b.v all but the special
1 i stilcer, tho customer will help herself to something
4 1 ele. The special officer chuckles. She was right.

S f Tho woman has the evidence of guilt and must bo

s i captured. The special officer trails her, following at
i n safe dbvtance, unobserved but observing, edging now .
s a little closer, then darting back to safoty, and after

S 1 her once more.

3 Nabbing a Shoplifter.

1 4 At last the Khopllfter Is ready to Jenye the store.
j She may walk hurriedly or In leisurely manner to the

g 1 street. The special officer waits for the moment. She
Jm j cannot stop or accuse any one beneath the roof of the
Jk i store, but her bands Itch to lay their restraining grasp
&V j, upon the shoulder of the shoplifter.

r

M u Madani, 1 think you had better 'c'orae with mo," an
Jj I; her words to the woman who imagines she'haa gotten
2 f eway tho second time.

Tho woman generally demauds an explanation.
"I guess you know tho reason," the special officer

replies, showing her badge. . "1 advise you to keep
quiet and make no trouble, but come."

In the detective offices of the large department
store Is a room into which the shoplifter is taken,
the special officer accompanying her. As a rule a
second special officer Is called, and together they
search and question the woman. She may become
bitter and revile the special officer who delected her,
threatening all sorts of vengeance, or she may implore
and pray for mercy. Back of her fall may be a history
that will bring tears to the eyes of the most burdened
special officer. On the other hand, everything may
point to the incxcusabllity of her offence. She may
be well dressed, a womuu of apparent culture and re-

finement and with no possible reason for her lapse;
the tears that sprinkle her face are not those of anguish
at her plight, but rather anger and annoyance at being
subjected to humiliation.

Rverywhere outside the locked room where she is
detained things are going on as usual. She hears The
rumble of the elovators, the boys calling out the floors

' ami enumerating the merchandise to be found on
each. Her position alone is abnormal and terrible.

Finally the chief appears before her, accompanied
by the special officer. He regards her long and thought

VMadam, you with me," are her the vc :an she gotten the time.

fully and his expression Is one of disgust.
"There is no excuse for you," he tells her, "and I

think that I shall make an example of you."
Then come more tears and entreaties; truths that

she had evaded, her real name and address. Nothing
Is too sacred for him to know now if she can coax
Dr cajole him into letting her go. Oneby one she uses
every known means of supplication. The chief re-

lents.
"I will let you off this time." he tells her, "but," he

adds as he .sees her look of relief, "you must first write
a coufesslon of your threats nnd sign it. When you
have done this two speelul officers will accompany
you to your home, where you will turn over to them
everything you have ever taken."

The shoplifter signs her confession, ner name may
he a prominent one and her home in an exclusive neigh-
borhood. She may have a husband and a family who
would never dream of her dishonesty. Nevertheless
accompanied by two special officers, away she goes.
Everything may be a blurred remembrance to her later
on. when she tries in recall it. She only realizes that
she has been detected slciillug. has made restitution
and has escaped punishment, but In the arebhes of
the detective bureau of the department store Is

her complete history and her crime, together
with a signed confession, while across the charge
account hi fhe department "of accounts, where her
name had been honored and respected, Is written In
large red loners the words, "Detected al shoplifting
and account closed."

It Is tint only the ordinary customers who steal: In
fact, they are In the minority. It is the professional
shoplifters the special officer has lo contend with.
This class Is, as a rule, so clever that It Is indeed dlf--

tlciilt to capture thoin. When, however, the profes-
sional Is captured punishment Is meied out and the
special officer Is commended not only by her
store but by every department store In the cily where
the provisional has been plying her trade. Often
when the professional Is captured thousands of do-
llar' worth of merchandise Is recovered nnd every
department store is given the opportunity lo Identify
Its yoods and gel them buck.

The professional shoplifter has a peculiar method of
working. Strangely enough, she does not frequent tho
department store nt times when It Is crowded, for
then the special officer Is more alert than usual, some-
times the force of officers being doubled ns an
added precaution. A rainy day or stormy weather,
when there are few customers about, Is a more oppor-
tune time. On these days Hie saleswomen are Inclined
lo become dilatory and the lack of customers will
make a casual inspection so simple that the special
officer may be called away from her post, thus leav-
ing hot' section temporarily unguarded.

During a blizzard a professional shoplifter walked
Into the fur department, herself to a thousand
dollar broadtail coat and deliberately wore It away,
leaving no trace but the shabby raincoat .slut had
been wearing.

In equally bad weather a large imported black hut
laden with plumes, costing more than a dol-
lars to left the millinery depnrtmunt on the head
of a woman, who substituted for It a hat uot worth a
dollar.

In all departments where garments of any sort,
even dresses, are on sale the professional shoplifter
manages to doff her own clothes, garb herself In the
choicest the department affords and walk calmly
away without causing notice.

How Is this done aud why is she not stopped by the
saleswomen or the buyer of the department? In the
department stoie It Ls customary for an article wbeu
KOld to be worn &ut by the customer. If a sales-
woman sees a customer pass hor wearing a new hat
or gown she naturally thinks that another sales- -

"Queen of the B

woman has made a snle, aud she experiences envy
rather than suspicion. Moreover,' It Is "not her
fuueral." 1.

Difficulty of Detection.
Unless the special officer Is on the spot and has wit-

nessed the whole affair how can she tuko It upon her-s.e- lf

lo'asMime the lcsponsiblllty ot asserting when
:oes a woman wearing a garment out of a depart-

ment that it has been stolen? Hor work comes after
the shoplifter has disappeared with a valuable gar-
ment, leaving a discarded one in Us place. Then, with
the buyer, the alsleman and the saleswomen she vluws
the substituted article.

From all sides comes advice and proffered assist-
ance. Each saleswoman has a description of every
customer who was In the department where the
garment was taken. They even suspect their own
customers. Finally, they recall some woman who

Nicted In a peculiar manner, and she Is singled out.
Her description, perhaps her name, Is clven and off

goes the special officer on what In her heart she be-

lieves to be a wild goose chase. There may bo a
chance, however, and she must spend several days
looking up tho clew. After a fruitless effort the.
senreh for t,he mlsslnc garment Is abandoned, the
buyer takes the loss In her department, and the spe

I think had better come words L.iagines has away second

there

own,

special

helped

hundred
land,

cial officer relaxes her vigilance. The matter ls al-

lowed to drop until one day, when least expected and
In the same mysterious manner, another garment dis-
appears.

It huppened once that a professional shoplifter fell
under I he ban of a special officer, an expert who could
track the most wary. She hnd been trailing her for
weeks. She was positive that the woman was an old
offender, but she never could manage to catch her.
One day she saw the woman help herself to several
yards of real Irish late, which laj- - for a moment un-

guarded, and followed the woman at a safe distance,
waiting for her to leave the store. This she was in no
hurry to do. After strolling about she stopped lu the
ladles' waiting room, where she redressed her hair
and remade her rather careless toilet Thou In leisure-
ly fashion she. sauntered out of the storo.

When the special officer stopped her and Informed
her that her presence was requested lu the detective
bureau she expressed her willingness to .go, with a
great show of injured Innocence. In the little room
cotineclliiK with that of the chief she was subjected
to a search, but nothing Incriminating was found upon
her There was no trace of the Irish lace. Evidently
a mistake had been made, an apology was offered to
the woman, who was now quite Indignant and the
special officer was sent back to her departmeut with
a reprimand and curt Instructions lo be more careful
In the future if she u tailed to retain her po.sltloii.

lu the gloomy days that followed the special officer
was made to feel her disgrace. Some of her Important
assignment were taken from her and she had plenty
of time In which to think.

She was positive that she had seen the lace dis-
appear In the huge hand satchel iho woman carried
and a.s sure that It was not there at the time of the
search. What had become of It? Something whis-
pered to her that the time had come to Justify herself
In lhs eyes of her chief.

Seeral times the woman came Into the storo. Sho
wandered nbout from departmeut to department,
pricing nrtlcles and sometimes buying When she did
this the goods were Imnrlably sent C. O. D.. and camo
back several days later for credit marked "wrong ad-
dress." No woman making a bona tide purchase re-
sorts to this trick It was done for the purpose of
throwing the special officer off the track.

One day when a beautiful lace scarf went Into the
hand satchel, followed by neckwear. Jewelry and
other merchandise, the special officer was lu tho sev-
enth heaven of delight.

"I meant rn catch ynu. and I did," she murmured to
herself as she followed on. "I will not let yon fool me
ti.ls tlmo. I will see how you work your little game."

Again the woman made her way to the ladles' wait-
ing room. She domunded a comb nnd bnieh of the
womnn In charge and proceeded to redress her hair.

The special officer's eyes (licked like the crack of a
whip at a sudden discovery, and she frowned as sho
thought of her former stupidity In letting herself be
lixjposed upon. For, while the redressing of the hair
was lu progress and the hand satchel carelessly tossed
upon a chair standing near, along emtio another
woman, u pretty, little, inconspicuous cretiture, w)io,
quick us a ftaslj. exchanged her hand Hutchul an ex-

act dnpllcut'. for the one containing the plunder and
walked hnrrledly away, without so much us exchang-
ing a glance with her confederate.

When the women were brought bofore the chief it
was proven that they were old offenders and wanted
by every department store in the city. The special
officer was highly praised, and the 'chief acknowl-
edged that he had felt positive all nlong that she could
Kcarcely have been guilty of such un unpardonable
blunder. When the victory of her capture died away
she was reinstalled In favor and assigned to the Im-
portant work of looking out for a group of notorious

Store The Buy

Phopllfters who were reported to be on.thelr way from
the West with a new system of rilling tue department
stores.

Every "hour the special officer ls following a suspect,
who In most cases proves lo be a real offender. Gradu-
ally, after sho has been present ot Innumerable Inter-
views that take place in the little room, has listened
to all sorts of excuses nnd falsehoods,, has been pres-

ent at court when cacs were tried and guilty ones
convicted through her testimony, .she becomes hard-
ened and seldom allows her personal feelings to
creep in.

"I am lute in getting on the floor this morning," she
will cbnfldc to the woman buyer, "because I have been
In court all morning. We Just sent a woman up for
six months. Caught her stealing, all right, and, say,
the things she managed to accumulate were enough to
fill a large sized store."

"What kind of a woman was she, nnd did sho take
It very hard when sbo was sent away? Has she a
family?" Inquires the woman buyer.

Desserts of a Thief.
"Whnt difference if sbo has? A woman who steals

deserves what ehe gets. Wo all like pretty things,
and we all want money. But the only way for us Ls
to work hard for it Why should another woman be

to wh"o

allowed to steal what we must buy? Let her find out
that' It cannot be done or let her pay by serving a
term on the Island. Six months there will do her
good."

"Rut this one you assisted to send up this morning
tell us something about her. Whnt kind of u woman
wns she? Where did she come from?"

The special officer then enlightened the woman
buyer.

"Sho was a youug girl, a kid. I saw her prowlmg
abotil In the misses' suit department. She was that
small and thin that nothing but a girl's dress would
como near fitting her. She hod yellow hair that shot
out In all directions under hor hat, and her eyes and
cheeks nnd lips were made up as If for the stnee. She
carried a dress suit case, which she placed near a rack
holding some of the most expensive party gowns.

"She picked out a pale blue one tirt and slipped it
into the suit case, and It seompd so ensy that she
added a pink one. As soon as she landed these sho
seemed possessed with a determination to get all tba
occcssorlcs. She mado many stops and everywhere
managed lo land something. She even stopped In the
shoe department and slipped n cute pair of patent
leather slippers Into the suit case. Pink and blun
hoslerv followed silk, If you please. So rejoiced was
sho at her apparent success that when she stopped
at thesoda fountain to ludulge In a glass of lco cream
sodn she took a little fan from a nearby counter.
Hair ribbons followed, and then she carried tba bulg-

ing suit case from the store. Of course, I nabbed
her.

s "Doubtless she would have escaped punishment
tills mornlpg If there had been any one to help her,
hut sho wns ono of those unfortunates who have
grown up without attention and are only alive because
thev have managed to escape being ruu over or killed
when phiving In the streets as children. Quito dif-

ferent from the young girl wo hnd up In the detective
bureau yesterday afternoon.

"She was about the same age, about eighteen years
old, but ho was the only child of prosperous country
people uno had como to the city from up Stxta.
Shc wivs one of those girls who get carried away by
the excitement of city Hfo, and I guess it was pretty
slow for her with her parents. Shn told

us that sho was Just crazy to tako some protty
city things bnck home with bcr to show lo her glri
friends. .iud as her parents would not giro hor tin
money to spend foolishly she had stolen them.

"When we searched hor we fonud an accumuhttfjn
of the silliest things, bond necklaces, imitation bu
hnlr combfi. silver purses and useless ornamonu?, with
which she meant to deck her person or to distrtbnte
nmong her friends.

"Her father and mother had left her in the hotel and
ehe had slipped out Of course the chief lot her go.

Ho looked up her father nnd mother and found that
tby weic res pebble, hnd a chnrgo account In tb
store and that the horror of their daughter's plight
would have marred their visit. Ho felt, too. I sup-poa-

that this girl had been sufficiently puntabed.
To-da- v she Is free, recovering from the excitement she
underwent yesterday, and petted and nursed by doting
parents, while tho other one Is hearing. 'Come on
quick get out of here; Jump Into this van, for we

won't wait all day and "
"Enough," cries the womuu buyer, with her fingers

to her ears. "I think that my life is hard. I go home
and dream about my work at night and my trials
almost madden me, but If I had your work I simply
could not endure It"

The woman from outside the special officer may
catch, arrest and convict without turning a hair, but
when It conies to pointing her finger at the girl who

rer," Next Week

has worked at a counter 'in her department It la a ' I ,Hdifferent matter. 'H' lu r department store, In the French lingerie see- - I H
tJon. a very pretty girl had been promoted to tho posl- - 'I HUon of saleswoman after she had served as model In 'flthe ready to wear department and had undergone an ! H
apprenticeship as "contingent" in the basement where '
her bright face and engaging manners helped her r

mnke sales. She was making progress and she fell 'HInto the habit of confiding the amount of her daily ' H
sales and her ambitions to the special officer. , I H

"I want to become a successful saleswoman," 6hc '

Raid, "and I try never to miss a sale. Some day tba IH
buyer will notice me and1 promote mo to head of
stock. H

The buyer did notice her and she marvelled nt the "
! ,B

number of her sales. They were lnrgc and always Htho expensive things. She rejoiced at tbl addition -

to her force, until one day it occurred to her that lhu A
"

saleswoman was having too many articles returned
for credit The walcswoman who has large sales natu- - M
rally has more credits than the one whose Bales ar M
lass, but lu this instance very few "credits came b.ick H
through the regular channels of delivery. They were H
brought in during tho day by the customer, who In- - H
variably wanted her money back and received II. H

'Jbo buyer called the attention of the special officer
to this coincidence. She watched, and her fears were H
realized. The woman was handing out blouses, petti- - H
coata and lingerie to hor confederates. In this cae H
they were her sisters and relatives. The merchundlso H
wan secreted and carried away. The original price H
ticket remained, tho only means of Idcnilfk-atio-n re- - H
quired for a credit, and so. when after a few days H
tho articles were brought to the credit desk, the cash IHwas refunded and the goods placed on the shelves, H

Working with a Confederate. 1

Another young woman wrs caught recently work- - j1 jHIng lu conjunction with a male employe In the men's H
furnishing department. The girl was an "Insppcncss," H
her work consisting of inspecting fhe merchandise H
ns It was handed to her by the salesman after having ,
been sold, comparing the price ticket with the sched- - '

ulo, stamping It "O. K." and wrapping It for de- -

livery. She had-bec- u taught different ways of robbing jHthe store b.v the man whose dupn she hnd become. IHOne was through the smedule. He would sell a straw IHhat for $5 and make out u schedule for it as "alteration jHon hat fifty ce.nts." JHTho girl would Inspect it and stamp it. Six? would
then wrap it and baud it to the customer or send It '

through tho tubes for delivery. This Happened wlfh '

ill the merchandise sold by the salesman. There was
no way to trace it and the I rue state would have re- -

maincd unknown indefinitely hnd not the young sales-- , v H
woman flauutcd her prosperity. She fell into the H
habit of making purchases lu the store out of propor- - HHtlon to her siilary. She always paid cash and carried j
a large, roll of bank notes for the purpose. Gossip had j H
it that sho was eugagod to be married to a mllllonnalre
and that he was supplying the funds necessary for a i

trousseau. When this information reached the spe- - H
cial officer she laughed and began lo walch. She H
knew that the saleswoman was constantly in the cum-- 1 t 'jlpany of the salesman from the men's furnishing de- - IHpartmont, whoo salary was too mall to allow of ex- - B
travagance. TJoth were cnucht nnd punished. IHIn the mMIlnery department there arc transactions ( jH
where the customer is implicated, although punish- - H
ment cannot be meted out to her. for she has re- - - H
mained'In Ignorance of the fact tlfat she is accessory " jHto a theft. A customer comes into the millinery de- - H
partmont carrying her last season's hat. which she H
desires to use again. She wants lo economize, she , H
tells the saleswoman, because she intends investing jH
hi an ostrich feather. The dishonest saleswoman H
fakes her aside nnd talks to her. "How much arc you H
willing to spend for the feather?" she inquires. The H
customer responds,!"! will gladly pay 13 If 1 can get tJ. V'la very nice one." " iHThis 'opens the way for the saleswoman. 1 jH"I 'will tell you what I can do for yon. I know a j jHwholpsale, house whi-r- I can buy ostrich feathers at H
cost If you will give me the $1." I will secure a IHfeather wortli ?2T). I will hand It to you and you can iHhave It put on a 'hold ticket' as your own material. iHOf course if It were known that I did this I would .Hlose my position." 'HNnturally (he customer Is delighted. She does not H
think about It being Irregular; hc imagines that tho H
saleswoman Is doing this favor out of friendliness. H
Never does she dream that the saleswoman goes de- - 'HIlberately to the feather counter, where there are (Hfeathers' in such abundance that one will never be H

A lot of work for the spcclnl officer comers through j H
the delivery department When an article Is sold the 4. H
saleswoman makes out her schedule, the article is in- - ,Hspected and sent to this department lu due course ?Hit should he delivered at tho customer's home. pry H
often it disappears mysteriously The first iulima- - H
tlon of this conies when the customer sends word I .Hthat she has been charged with an article which sho nHhas never received. Tho special officer must tiaru H
the missing article from purchase to disappearance. H

She questions the saleswoman, looks up her sched- - IHnlo which Is a record of tho sdlo, and If this ta found H
to he correct she eliminate. her. Then sho goes lu H
the basement nnd to tho to find out H
whether tho packaSe has been "sheeted." If this has H
not been dono theu she knows that she confronts an IH"Inside Job." This means that there ls a dishonest H
person in tho delivery, who has managed to taUo the H
package off tho trucks between the tlmo It left the IHlubes nnd before it arrived in the "aheetlng room." H
TbLs often happens when the package contains jw-- jHdry, for this class of merchandise, being generally
wrapped In special paper nnd scaled. Is conspicuous. IHIt Is easy to slip a package off a truck. IHIf nu article of this kind has beon "snooted" nnd JHhas a clcon record as having passed satelv through jHthe delivery without being tampered with, the spedal IBofficer must look up tho nicn on the delivery wagons jHnnd Gnd out what they have lo say. .Many time pack- - jHages are lost after they huvc boon placed on Um de-- i IHlivery wagons. At night when tho wngons aro loariid jH(hev are aeait to the stables, when they remain over jHnight During tho period before they are delivered IHnil sorts of things can happen. Tho contents of a box jjH
can bo taken out, whilo to ail appearances it remain
as it was originally packed. The boys on tho wagon H
may claim that thoy have made the delivery, and jHswear that tbey banded tbo package to tho dooroiaD

of an apartment hotel or to tho chambermaid of a IHboarding house. Theio people, if fouod ajid lntr- - H
viewed. wUl fall to remombor such u package, or if H
thev do will state that It disappeared from fhe ball- - H
way and that they hnd supposed the woman to whom ,H
It was addressed hud taken it jlWhen a Customer Is Guilty. i lHfkmtlmos tho employes ore innocent and the cn- - P IHtomex U the guilty jorson. In bonrdlng houses or i' fllapartment hotels a customer may take her pockugo to j,

her rooms with her nnd assert sho never received It jj JM
Of courso tho customer will not pay for merchandise H
which un has not received and fhe department store i H
instkus good tho loss. Tho special officer ls til In- - J ,Hutructcd to sift the matter, and upon her mport thw t H
departmont fitoro octs. f)

A woman purcbaeed a suit of clothe- - for her III tie fllboy. Sho ordered ltcnt and asserted lhu I she. clfrl not . H
rocoivo it Tho upclnl officer Investigated uml found flthat tho 6oJthud pucd safely outof Uicsloif :md IcjiI ,

Ht least reached tho threshold of Iho woman-- hom-- . U H
but aho lived In an apartment house whurr th colored lj IHattendants worn blosi:d with poor memories. .i H

It wim finally dccJduri to send the woman another l M
RUlt of clothes, as thta was what she requested, saying H
that aho did not wish hor money back. Tbls request ; M
was a point In her favor, for in most chhos tlir return jHof the money is demanded, which leaves tho customer j H
with merchandlso and money. . H

Tho Rpeclal officer was sent to Inform bcr of thu I 'Hdecision, when something n llr manner owak- - j 'Menetl her suspicions. Aflor she loft Iho woman' H
apartment she loitered about the neighborhood and H
espied a yonngster with a suit Identical wUh tho onu H
which was at that moment missing. J H

Questioning the boy, sho learned that tic iru th?
son of the woroun' sbo hnd Just left. ITurthonnorc, he ., I ' H
was wenring'the new suit for the first rime, and bis . M
twin brother jwas promised one like It within a fewj ( ",- - xHdavs. Thasecoud suit did nor. arrivo. and no moro was . ir- - tMheard from tho woinau who tried to dress two uhll .

-- ' rldren for tho price required for one. fr'l


